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African-American Affairs Commission 
Unapproved Minutes for December 3, 2008 

State Capitol - Old Judiciary Room 
 

 
 
Present:   

Commissioner Michael Jefferson 
Commissioner Rosetta Jones 
Commissioner Derrick McBride 

Commissioner George Logan 
Commissioner Ngozi Taffe 

     Commissioner Alphonse Wright 
 
 
Absent:      Commissioner Brenda DelGado and Commissioner Fred Pierre-Louis   
 
Also Present:  Cheryl Harris Forbes, AAAC Public Affairs/Special Projects Coordinator, P. J. Cimini – Capitol Strategies Group, LLC  
 
 

Agenda Item 
 

Discussion (brief summary) Action (and by whom) 

Meeting called to order 
 

6:12 p.m.   Chairperson Jefferson  

Public Comment 
 

Mr. Cimini provided information relative to Pharma’s 
Platform for a Healthy America an advocacy effort 
to ensure the vitality of conversation regarding 
universal healthcare among people and 
policymakers on a state and national level.  He also 
highlighted information about the availability of 
healthcare benefits for eligible individuals.  He 
requested the Commission’s assistance in 
connecting with communities advance outreach and 
advocacy efforts.   

P. J. Cimini – Capitol Strategies Group, LLC  
 

Approval of minutes 
 

 November 5, 2008 Board Minutes  Motion to Approve Minutes 
Commissioner  Wright  
2nd Commissioner  McBride  
Approved 
 

Treasurer’s Report Commissioner Wright presented his report Commissioner Wright 
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Agenda Item 
 

Discussion (brief summary) Action (and by whom) 

 requested that exact expenses related to Civic Day 
be provided to the Commission as soon as 
possible.     

 
 

Chairperson’s Report  Commissioner Jefferson highlighted the AAAC’s 
joint venture with the Governor’s Prevention 
Partnership on the Black Male Mentoring Project.   
He asked that the Commission consider providing 
info and resources during the ongoing economic 
crisis via public forum or the Commission website.  
He also announced his resignation from the 
Commission effective December 31, 2008. 
  

Commissioner Jefferson 

Executive Director’s 
Report  

In the absence of Mr. Cassis the Executive 
Director’s Report was reviewed.    On his behalf Ms. 
Forbes provided information about House Bill 7601 
– an Act Concerning Deficit Mitigation, the need for 
specific budget requirements for Civic Day, as well 
as the list of Black & Puerto Rican Caucus 
Members.  

C.H.Forbes 

Action Items 
 

The Nominating Committee presented the Officer’s 
slate as follows: 
 
Chair – Commissioner George Logan 
Vice-Chair – Commissioner Fred Pierre-Louis 
Treasurer – Commissioner Alphonse Wright 
Secretary – Commissioner Ngozi Taffe  
 
Commissioner Jones nominated Commissioner 
Pierre Louis for the position of AAAC Chair. 
 
Chairperson Jefferson called for additional 
nominations from the floor.   No further nominations 
were offered.   Nominations were closed.  
 
The candidates for Secretary and Treasurer were 

Commissioner McBride  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Motion by Commissioner  Jones 
2nd Commissioner Clark 
Approved  
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Agenda Item 
 

Discussion (brief summary) Action (and by whom) 

unanimous accepted. 
 
The vote for Chair was made by paper ballot. 
Ballot results 5-1 in favor of Commissioner Logan. 
 
The Board subsequently unanimously approved 
Commissioner Pierre Louis as Vice Chair.  
 
 
    
 

Adjournment 
 

7:19 p.m. Motion to Adjourn – Commissioner Jones 
2nd Commissioner Wright 
   

 
 


