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African-American Affairs Commission 
Unapproved Minutes for October 5, 2011 

Old Judiciary Room – Capitol Building 
 

Present: Commissioner Bellamy, Commissioner Campbell, Commissioner Canterbury, Commissioner Darity, 
Commissioner Hugley, Commissioner McBride, Commissioner Pierre-Louis, Commissioner 
Thompson, Commissioner Washington and Commissioner Wright 

 
Absent:   Commissioner Clark, Commissioner DelGado, Commissioner Hayes, Commissioner Jones, and 

Commissioner Logan 
 
Staff in Attendance: AAAC Executive Director, Glenn A. Cassis 
 

Public:   Dr. Andrew Kerantzs, Darlene Roberts, Andrew Fleischmann 
 

 
Agenda Item 

 
Discussion (brief summary) Action (and by whom) 

Meeting called to order 6:00 pm 
Called to order 

 
Chairperson  Fred Pierre-Louis 

 
Roll Call  

10 Present and 5 absent  
 
Executive Director Glenn Cassis
 

Public Comment 
 

Dr. Andrew Kerantzs shared additional information since the 
last meeting.  He reiterated his interest in urban farming, 
economic development and initiatives which will improve 
health issues in the African-American communities. He is 
formulating people of interest to partner with, like non-profits 
with similar programs.  Discussed the impact this program 
can have and is still working towards a collaborative effort to 
make things happen.   
 
Andrew Fleischmann Executive Director of the Big Brothers 
& Big Sister Program shared information about the program 
and discussed the need for more African-American mentors 
in the program. His goal is to get more African-Americans to 
volunteer their time and become mentors to boys and girls in 
need of positive role models. Mentors must be 21 or older, 
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Agenda Item 
 

Discussion (brief summary) Action (and by whom) 

care about children and pass a back ground check. He 
would like the AAAC to assist in getting the word to increase 
the numbers of African-American mentors and the possibility 
of assisting with a public service announcement. AAAC has 
agreed to prepare a resolution to assist. 
 

Minutes September 7, 2011 Minutes were approved. 
 

Moved by Commissioner 
McBride, seconded by 
Commissioner Washington  

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Treasurer Jones not in attendance.  
 

 

Chairperson’s Report Chairperson Pierre-Louis reported that he visited Casey 
family services where he gave a presentation on Haiti. 
 

 

Executive Director’s 
Report 

Classic Awards suggested the Commission set a date and 
begin to discuss possible sponsors.  
 
African American Male Conference Executive Director has 
been involved with the African American Male Conference. 
They are in the process of making arrangements for a 
national conference on males.  The date is set for February 
19 - 20th in South Carolina. Discussed with Commission 
ways of supporting the conference. Executive Director will 
keep the Commission posted on upcoming details.  
 
KnowHow2Go AAAC submitted 2nd annual report. 
Connecticut is doing a great job and is looking forward to 
participating another year.  A fall conference is scheduled for 
November 3, 2011 at Southern CT State University. A 
resolution was passed giving permission to submit a grant 
through the Lumina Foundation so AAAC will continue 
research and work. 
 
Nigerian Delegation another group returned to CT on 
September 12th – 15th and the Commission again 
coordinated their visit. Executive Director shared an article 
that appeared in the “African American Point of View” a local 
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Agenda Item 
 

Discussion (brief summary) Action (and by whom) 

Massachusetts newspaper.  The paper highlighted the visit 
to Connecticut. 
 
Hartford Job Corp Academy students are interning 3 – 4 
days a week in the AAAC office.  This internship gives the 
students an opportunity to gain office experience.  This has 
been working out very well. Mr. Cassis also mentioned that 
he and Denise Drummond would be attending an open 
house at their facility in Hartford. 
 

Resolutions 
 

 Resolution  -  None 
 

 
 
 

Committee Report Commissioner Canterbury reported that the Business and 
Economic Development Committee met several months ago 
& was waiting for action on the AAAC’s strategic plan. He 
felt that the plan would help set the direction the committee 
needs. He also announced that the African Student 
Organization at ECSU invites all commissioners to attend a 
program on Somalia’s crisis with famine and drought on 
Wed., Oct. 12 at 1 PM in the student center.  
 

 
 
 

Old Business None 
 
 

 
 

New Business Strategic Planning – The Chair will continue to get feedback 
from Commissioners and will report by the next meeting.  
 
New Haven Homicides - Commissioner Hugely discussed 
the homicide rates in New Haven. Wants commission to co- 
sponsor a forum in November with the NAACP to raise 
awareness about crime in New Haven. He will get back to 
the Commission with details so a resolution would be 
passed at the November meeting. 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

 Next meeting November 2, 2011 
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Agenda Item 
 

Discussion (brief summary) Action (and by whom) 

Adjournment 
 

Adjourned at 7:50  PM 
 

Moved by Commissioner Darity 
seconded by Commissioner 
McBride  
 

 
Respectfully Submitted              Approved by ______________________________ 
                                            

Glenn A. Cassis, Executive Director                            Donna Campbell, Secretary /Date 
 


